Supplemental Educational Services

Frequently Asked Questions

What are supplemental educational services?

Supplemental educational services provide additional academic instruction designed to increase the achievement of students in schools in need of assistance.  

Who is eligible for services?

All students from low-income families who attend Title I schools in Year Two or beyond of School Improvement are eligible for services.  However, the school division may not have enough funding to serve all eligible students; therefore, priority is given to the lowest-performing students from low-income families.  

Who provides the tutoring?

Supplemental educational service providers approved by the Virginia Board of Education offer the free services.  A list of providers serving your child’s school division with information about their tutoring programs is available on the division website and from the School Board Office. 

Where is the tutoring?

Tutoring providers may offer services at home, school, local community centers, businesses, libraries, churches, and neighboring schools or colleges.  Some providers offer tutoring through computer programs or online.  Please review the description of provider programs and locations.  If the services you select are web-based make sure you have the required equipment or connections described before making the provider one of your choices.
How much is the tutoring?

Tutoring is free to parents of eligible students and will be paid for by the school division.  The school division has a maximum amount of funding available for each student, known as the per pupil expenditure (PPE).  The school division can spend this amount or a lesser amount per student as long as the cost of the tutoring is covered. 

When is the tutoring?
Tutoring services must be provided outside of the school day.  Services may be offered either before school, after school, on the weekends, or during the summer depending on the agreement made between the school division and the providers.  

How do students get to tutoring?

This will depend on the choice of services and dates arranged for services.  Parents are responsible for providing transportation for their own children.  If you select a provider that offers tutoring through a computer program or the internet, your child may be able to work from home.
Why should I consider additional assistance for my child?

Tutoring services can help your child be successful in reading and mathematics.  Students will receive extra help in the areas in which they struggle academically.  The school and the tutoring provider will establish goals for each student.

How will I know what my child is doing during the tutoring session?

Supplemental Education Services providers are required to set goals and review outcomes with parents, as well as monitor student achievement and notify parents of a student’s progress on a regular basis.

How do I choose the right tutoring provider for my child?

Review the list of providers, the services they offer, the style of delivery (i.e., online, one-on-one, group), and the location of services, if transportation is an issue.  Choose a provider that has a program you believe will work for you and your child.  For additional assistance in choosing a provider that may best help improve the academic achievement of your child, contact Cathy Rice, Assistant Superintendent, at 804-493-8018 or ricecr@wmlcps.org.

What if the tutoring is not helping my child?

Parents are encouraged to discuss their child’s progress directly with the tutoring provider.   However, a parent may request a different provider if their child is not having success.

How long is the tutoring program?

A confirmation of your child’s enrollment in the tutoring program will be sent to you.  The dates, times and location of the tutoring will be mutually agreed upon by the provider and parent (within school division parameters).  Tutoring will continue to be offered each year that your child’s school remains in Year Two or beyond of School Improvement.  

What do I need to do as a parent/guardian to apply for Supplemental Educational Services for my child?

Applications for Supplemental Educational Services were due October 21, 2011 and all available SES slots were filled following that deadline.  Parents may still request and submit applications for SES at any time throughout the 2011-2012 school year.  Applications will be reviewed and eligible students will be placed in a pool of students waiting for a slot.  If an SES slot becomes available (due to a student transferring out of the division and/or dropping out of SES), a student will be selected from the pool to fill the vacant slot.  Priority will be given to students with the greatest academic need.

Who may I contact with questions?

Questions may be directed to Ms. Cathy Rice, Assistant Superintendent, at 804-493-8018.
