ELEMENTARY SCHOOL


WESTMORELAND COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

RULES, REGULATIONS AND DISCIPLINE PROCEDURES

FOR PUPILS RIDING SCHOOL BUSES
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Transportation Department

141 Opal Lane

Montross, Virginia  22520

(804) 493-9491

RULES FOR PUPILS RIDING SCHOOL BUSES

  1.
Be at designated bus stops on time.

  2.
Obey the bus driver’s directions promptly and cheerfully.

  3.
Remain off the traveled portion of the roadway while waiting for the bus and form a line to board 

the bus.

  4.
Remain in the seat assigned by the bus driver.

  5.
Wait until the bus arrives and the bus driver signals that it is safe to cross before crossing a road 

to board the bus.

  6.
Wait until the bus has come to a complete stop before attempting to enter or leave the bus;

remain seated while the bus is in motion, and enter or leave the bus only at the front door except 

in the case of an emergency.

  7.
Cross in front of the bus when crossing the road or highway; NEVER CROSS IN BACK OF THE BUS.

  8.
Sit three (3) in a seat by filling the bus from the rear to the front.

  9.
Hold musical instruments and avoid leaving them in the aisle.

10.
Refrain from using profane or vulgar language, loud talking, shouting, or any other noise that will 

interfere with the bus driver’s performing his/her duties or endanger the safety of others.

11.
Keep hands, head and feet inside the bus at all times and keep feet off the seats and backs of seats.

12.
Do not bring knives, guns, or any form of weapons on the school buses.


13.  
Do not use Tape/CD players, IPODs or MP3 players, Cellular/Camera phones, portable DVD  

            players, hand held gaming systems (ie: PSP, GameBoy, Nintendo DS) or any other electronic or 

            transmitting devices on school buses.

14.
Do not smoke, chew gum, or eat on school buses.

15.
Do not throw objects on the bus or out of the bus windows.

16.
Do not stand in front of the double bar, padded protective device between the driver and entrance 

door.

17.
Do not fight, push, crowd, or cause disruptive behavior.

18.
Do not place any objects on the bus that will restrict passageway to the entrance or emergency exits.

19.
Remain in the bus whenever an emergency exists unless otherwise instructed.

20.
Refrain from shouting at passing persons or vehicles and distracting the attention of the driver 

while the bus is in motion.

21.
Be considerate of small or primary age pupils.

22.
Go directly home after leaving the bus.

23.
Do not bring or post advertising materials of any kind on school buses.

24.
Report to the driver any damage observed; pupils will pay for damage done to the bus when not 

obeying bus regulations.

25.
Inform the driver when absence is anticipated.

SCHOOL BUS SAFETY ZONE
The area around the school bus is called the DANGER ZONE because it is very difficult, or impossible for the driver to see small children who are close to the front sides and rear of the bus. 
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The DANGER ZONE is the area immediately surrounding the school bus. It extends up to 30 feet in front and 10 feet behind the bus, and 10 feet from the sides. The area of greatest danger is immediately in front of the front bumper and right rear wheel. Teach children "If you can touch the bus, you are TOO CLOSE," and "If you can't see the driver as you cross the street in front of the bus, you are TOO CLOSE."  Children should always cross at least 10 feet in front of the bus. Students should wait for the driver's signal to cross.  Children should look both ways for traffic before crossing the street, and never stop to pick up anything that falls in front of the bus bumper or wheels. Students should always watch for moving vehicles when exiting a stopped school bus. Vehicles do not always stop for a school bus with red lights flashing, even though it is the law. 

EVACUATION PROCEDURES

1. In case of the need for an emergency evacuation a front door, rear door or front & rear or alternate exit emergency evacuation will be performed.   

2. Two previously assigned student helpers will stand outside the bus on each side of the doors to assist other students as they exit. They must exit quickly but orderly so as not to block the aisles or hinder others. 
3. Another previously assigned leader will take the students to a safe place pointed out by the driver. 

SCHOOL BUS DISCIPLINE PROCEDURES

I.
General Misbehavior and Inappropriate Conduct on the Bus:


(such as loud noise, excessive laughing, blocking the aisle, eating, chewing, teasing, etc.)


1st Offense – Warning and parent notification to 2 days suspension from the bus.


2nd Offense – 3 to 5 days suspension from the bus and parent notification.


3rd Offense – 5 to 10 days suspension from the bus and request for a parent conference.

II.
Profanity, Disrespectful Behavior, and Moving While the Bus Is in Motion:


1st Offense – 3 to 5 days suspension from the bus and parent notification.


2nd Offense – 5 to 10 days suspension from the bus with parent notification.


3rd Offense – 10 days suspension from the bus with a recommendation to the Superintendent for 

           further action.

III.
Damage to School Bus:


1st Offense – Pay for all damages and 3 to 4 days suspension from the bus.


2nd Offense – Pay for all damages and recommend that bus riding privileges be suspended for 

           the remainder of the year.

IV.
Fighting or Smoking on the Bus:


1st Offense – 5 days suspension from the bus and parent notification.


2nd Offense – Suspension from the bus for 10 school days and parent notification.


3rd Offense – Suspension from the bus for 10 school days and a recommendation to the 

          Superintendent for further action.

V.
Possession and/or Use of Illegal Drugs, Alcohol or Dangerous Weapons:  (such as knives, pins, 

guns, etc.)


1st Offense – 10 days suspension from the school bus, parent notification, possible notification of 

           legal authorities, and possible recommendation to the Superintendent for further 

           action.

Note:
In case of Serious Injury or Distribution of Drugs or Alcohol, there will be an automatic recommendation for expulsion.

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

1.
The rules and regulations listed are for your information and your child’s benefit.  Bus drivers are 

instructed to report to the school principal any infraction of these rules and regulations.

2.
Riding a school bus is a privilege.  Should any child be reported to the school principal, the 

principal will be responsible for the disciplinary action including loss of the privilege of bus 

transportation until the parents and principal can arrive at an understanding.

3.
If we can be of any help to you with problems related to the transportation of your child, please 

feel free to contact the school principal or transportation department.  Your cooperation in this 

matter is greatly appreciated.

4.
Students who wish to get off at another stop other than their own, or ride a bus other than their 

regular bus, must have permission from their parents, and written parental permission must be 

signed by the principal.  This permission may be granted if space is available on the bus.

The safety of children walking or riding a bus to school is a responsibility which is shared by school administrators, classroom teachers, pupils, school bus drivers, parents, and the motoring public.

Recognizing that many students spend several hours each day either waiting, riding, or returning to their homes, it is imperative that all students obey certain rules and regulations designed to provide the maximum degree of safety while traveling to and from school.

Riding a publicly owned and operated school bus is a privilege earned through proper conduct and continued respect of that privilege; therefore, the rules and regulations that follow must necessarily be followed by pupils while waiting for the bus, while riding the bus, and after leaving the bus.

Cople Elementary 





Washington District Elementary

Ms. Sheri Almond, Principal




Mr. Dashan Turner, Principal

(804) 472-2081





(804) 224-9100

Washington and Lee High School



Montross Middle School

Mr. David White, Principal




Ms. Jane Geyer, Principal

(804) 493-8015





(804) 493-9818

Mr. Terry Rich

Acting Transportation Supervisor






(804) 493-9491

Note:  Unauthorized persons are not allowed to board the bus.    

           Violators may be prosecuted.  
Tips for Getting On & Off the Bus
1. Have children put everything they carry in a backpack or school bag so they won’t drop things along the way. Secure any loose drawstrings, etc. so they won’t catch on the handrails or bus door. Always use the handrail when loading or unloading. Review bus rules with them and encourage safe behavior.  

2. Warn children that, if they drop something, they should never pick it up. Instead, tell the bus driver & follow his instructions. If they bend down to pick up an object, they might not be seen by the driver. Loading & unloading is the most dangerous time. 
3. Make sure they leave home on time so they can be at the stop 5 minutes before bus arrival. Running to the stop is dangerous, never run to catch the bus. 
4. Don’t let your child play running games or push & shove at bus stops. It is dangerous near traffic. 
5. Make sure your child stands at least 10 feet (5 giant steps) from the road while waiting for the bus. The child will then be out of the way of traffic. Practice 5 giant steps with your children so they become familiar with 10 feet. 
6. Never cross behind the bus or where the driver can not see you. 
7. Follow your school’s procedures if you have an emergency and would like your child to get on or off at a stop other than the one assigned. The driver is no allowed to let a child board or get off the bus at another stop without permission from supervisors. 
8. Never chase the school bus. Should a child miss the bus, instruct them to return home (mornings) or return to campus office (afternoon) to make other transportation arrangements. 
REGULATIONS FOR ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PUPILS P.M. BUS STOP

Concerned parents who wait at bus stops with children are a tremendous asset.  A parent or designated individual must meet their child/children at the bus stop after school.                             Please see attached form.* The form only needs to be completed if you are requesting permission to have your child dropped off at a stop without someone to meet him or her.


	PARENT or GUARDIAN INFORMATION: 

	First  Name                                         


	Last Name

	Address (Street, City, State, Zip Code)



	Home Phone

	Work Phone

	Cell Phone


	STUDENT INFORMATION: 

	First  Name                                         


	Last Name

	School
	Homeroom Teacher

	P.M. Bus Number

	Grade Level

	Physical Address of P.M. Bus Stop

	If an adult is not available to come to the stop, parents may designate a middle school or high school sibling to meet the elementary age child at the stop.  If you choose this option, please list sibling(s) below.

	Sibling’s Name
	Sibling’s Grade Level

	Sibling’s Name
	Sibling’s Grade Level

	If no one is available to come to the stop, parents may request a waiver to have your elementary age child dropped off at the stop alone.  Please provide an explanation as to why you believe it will be safe to drop your child off without someone to meet him or her.

	Explanation


	OFFICE USE ONLY

	(   ) Approved                        

(   ) Disapproved  ____________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________                   ____________________

Superintendent                                                            Date


Westmoreland County Public Schools


P.M. School Bus Stop Waiver Form 


PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY ALL INFORMATION REQUESTED


















